
Christopher Columbus – What 
Impact did he really have? 

 

  Today in class what you will be doing is looking at Christopher 

Columbus’s expeditions and writing a persuasive essay.  This means you 

will either be arguing for or against the prompt and will present 

information that supports your claim.  You will have to type or write a 

one‐page response to the prompt question.  You will also be required to 

provide me with a page of notes in your notebook that supports your 

viewpoint.  Remember you have to be able to back up your arguments 

with facts!!  Cite your sources on your facts page.  Remember Wikipedia 

does not count as a source!!  Use your notes from class, your book, and 

various Internet sources. 

 

• Your essay prompt is: 

   Was Columbus a hero or a villain and does he deserve to have a 

holiday named after him? 

 

Evaluation: 

  You will be assessed on the following areas: Organization, 

vocabulary, evidence, and response.  Your Essay will be worth 20 points 

and your notes will be worth 10 points. 
 
 

 
Teacher Name: Mr. Van 
 Student Name: ________________________________________ Essay Rubric  

CATEGO
RY  

5 Points  4 Points  3 Points  2 Points  1 Points  

Organizati
on  

Essay has a clear 
thesis statement that 
addresses the 
elements of the 
prompt. Topic 
sentences help 
support the thesis 
and introduce the 
paragraph. No 
grammatical or 
spelling errors.  

Thesis is 
somewhat vague 
OR one topic 
sentence is weak 
OR there are a 
few 
grammatical/spel
lin g errors.  

Thesis 
statement is 
weak OR 
multiple 
problems with 
topic sentences 
OR multiple 
grammatical/sp
eel ing errors.  

No clear thesis 
statement OR no 
topic sentences  

No thesis 
statement OR 
not in the form 
of an essay  

Vocabular
y  

Includes several 
vocabulary terms. 
The student 
obviously 
understands what the 
concepts are that are 
included.  

Includes multiple 
vocabulary 
terms, but are not 
evenly 
distributed OR 
meaning of one 
of the terms is 
inappropriate.  

Includes a 
minimum of 
vocabulary. 
Only gives one 
term per 
paragraph.  

Includes little 
vocabulary. 
Only uses vague 
terms.  

Little or no 
vocabulary.  

Evidence  Essay includes 
several examples to 
illustrate concepts or 
arguments. Examples 
are distributed 
evenly throughout 
the essay.  

Multiple 
examples are 
used, but are not 
evenly 
distributed OR 
one example is 
inappropriate.  

Some examples 
are used. Could 
use more 
specific 
examples or 
examples are 
concentrated in 
one argument.  

Few examples 
are used. May 
be too vague.  

No specific 
examples.  

Response  Essay extensively 
answers all of the 
question - addressing 
all aspects of the 
prompte equally.  

Essay answers all 
of the prompt, 
but may be 
unbalanced.  

Essay does not 
answer one of 
the aspects of 
the 
question/prompt
.  

Only answers 
one aspect of the 
question.  

Does not 
answer the 
question/prom
pt. 

 


